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down. There is no liking for the professional
politician. Yet it is seen that administrative and
legislative functions cannot be discharged, in a
complex society, without something more than
good intentions and a respectable character. The
finest trained intellects are needed for the nation's
service. Can it be said that the nation gets them ?

Modern industrial communities have so far not
been very successful in bringing to bear on the
work of government any large share of the talent
which has been devoted to science, commerce,
learning, and finance.

The great and sudden increase in the number of
Labour members at the general election of 1906 was
symptomatic of a change which might have been
anticipated. There may be a further enlargement
of this group, or it may be weakened by the growth
of an obvious tendency on the part of the trade-
unions to substitute direct action by their own
organisations for legislative intervention. In any
case the Labour member must have his place in an
assembly which should represent all classes, and
express the feelings of every section of society. But
while some of these working-class politicians have
shown themselves men of exceptional capacity, it is
not evident that they will generally bring into our
public life that kind of trained intelligence of which
it stands most in need. The education supplied by
the workshop and the trade society is useful, and so
is that of the polo-ground and the hunting-field; but
both require to be supplemented by qualities which
are not usually acquired in either school.

A great urban constituency could find abundance
of varied knowledge and proved ability among its